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IMAGINATION CELEBRATION’S
OVER THE MOON FAMILY THEATER

 PRESENTS 
“THE UGLY DUCKLING” 

A Classic Tale Plus a Modern Twist Equals One EGG-citing Event! 

Colorado Springs, CO – Hatch a plan to join in the fun as Imagination Celebration 
presents Sign Stage on Tour’s “The Ugly Duckling” at the Pikes Peak Center on 
Monday, April 29, 2013 at 7:00 pm. Combining the beauty of sign language with a 
beloved children’s classic, this one-hour live performance will leave kids and adults 
spellbound. Tickets are a family-affordable $9 to $17 and may be purchased at 
Imagination Space in The Citadel, at the Pikes Peak Center Box Office (190 S. Cascade), 
by calling (719) 520-SHOW, or by visiting pikespeakcenter.com. 

Adapted from the beloved 1843 story by Hans Christian Andersen, “The Ugly Duckling” 
tells the tale of a homely little bird hatched in a barnyard and rejected by his neighbors. 
But much to his delight (and to the surprise of others), he matures into a swan, the most 
beautiful bird of all. However, in this production, the well-known story is given a new 
twist: the central character is deaf and he faces additional challenges in a world filled 
with animals who can hear. Featuring the brilliant talent of Sign Stage on Tour, this 
touching and funny performance is simultaneously signed by deaf actors and spoken by 
hearing actors. This unique form of theater integrates the experiences of two distinct 
cultures, exposes hearing audiences to problems of the deaf, and acquaints them with the 
fluency and grace of American Sign Language (ASL) 

“The story of ‘The Ugly Duckling’ has always been a wonderful tool to teach children 
about acceptance, understanding and the importance of focusing on inner beauty,” says 
Michaela Hightower, Magical Maestra of Extraordinary Things at Imagination 
Celebration. “But the addition of a deaf character helps frame those lessons in an even 
more immediate and meaningful way.” 

(more)
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As always, families are encouraged to shake their tail feathers and arrive one hour before 
show time to immerse themselves in the entire Imagination Experience. Children and 
adults alike are welcome to attend in their favorite jammies or story-appropriate costumes 
and dive into an hour of interactive family fun. Paddle over and meet Michael Hague, 
world-renown children’s book illustrator, who will be on-hand to autograph his stunning 
“Ugly Duckling” posters. Other activities include Imagination Celebration’s signature 
hands-on art projects, meeting special surprise guests, and exploring activity stations 
throughout Imagination on the Mezzanine. In addition, each child will receive a FREE 
keepsake Imagination Celebration PlayBook packed with more activities to do at home. 
And whatever you do, don’t duck out early! Stay after the show for free Sinton’s milk 
and freshly baked cookies in the lobby, along with a special autograph session with the 
cast in costume! 

Great seats are still available for this one-of-a-kind, memory-making performance, 
which is part of Imagination Celebration’s 12th season of family theater. Affordably 
priced with families in mind, individual tickets for “The Ugly Duckling” range from $9 
to $17. Seats may be reserved at the Pikes Peak Center Box Office (190 S. Cascade Ave.) 
or at Imagination Space at The Citadel (upper level of Burlington Wing) from 10:00 am 
to 6:00 pm each day. Tickets are also available for purchase by phone at 719-520-SHOW, 
or online at www.pikespeakcenter.com. 

Sign Stage On Tour evolved from Cleveland Signstage Theatre (formerly Fairmount 
Theatre of the Deaf) which was founded in 1975 by one deaf actor, Brian Kilpatrick, and 
one hearing actor, Charles Saint Clair. Its mission is to present engaging educational 
programs that involve theatre arts, American Sign Language and deaf issues in order to 
create greater sensitivity to deafness and other diversity issues, and to improve social and 
learning skills and self-esteem of deaf individuals. 

Imagination Celebration connects people to the brain-stimulating, community-building, 
life-enhancing power of creativity by inspiring artistic and intellectual curiosity; 
instigating community collaborations; and promoting life-long experiential learning that 
helps us thrive in a changing world.
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