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THE WHAT IF…FESTIVAL  
OF INNOVATION AND IMAGINATION”  
RETURNS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

 
--  FREE Event comes to Downtown Colorado Springs This Weekend -- 

 
Colorado Springs, CO – The 2012 WHAT IF…Festival of Innovation and Imagination is 
returning to its familiar six-block footprint in downtown Colorado Springs on Saturday, 
September 15, 2012. The award-winning event, presented by Imagination Celebration in 
partnership with the Pikes Peak Library District and All Pikes Peak Reads, will again show off 
the innovative nature of various organizations, businesses, schools and individuals in the Pikes 
Peak region. The third annual event, running from 10 am to 4 pm, will feature interactive 
engagements from tech-enthusiasts, art-makers, garage inventors, performers, Do-It-Yourself-ers, 
scientists, culinary magicians, original musicians, robot builders, urban farmers, engineers and 
other thinkers and tinkerers. Each of these unique participants will share interactive projects, 
original performances, processes to demonstrate, hands-on experiences or inventive experiments.  
 
The Festival site again this year includes the Pikes Peak Center, the Pioneers Museum, the Sun 
building lawn and the Plaza of the Rockies. Both the interior facilities and surrounding grounds of 
these locations will be utilized for presentation and demonstration space. Cascade Avenue will 
also be closed off from Colorado Avenue, south to Vermijo, with a variety of hands-on 
experiences, performances and fantastic chalk drawings. An unprecedented SIX performance 
stages will feature over 40 hours of entertainment from a variety of talent from the Pikes Peak 
region. One stage will feature the Mobile Music Project, where enthusiastic cyclers will pedal 
stationary bicycles to supply the electricity needed for that stage’s performances. 
  
Booths and experiences will range from robots to cycles (mono/bi/tri, and more) to a giant 
slingshot catapult to digital inventiveness to Rube Goldberg Machines to dance and movement. 
The What IF…Festival will be an imaginative array of the best of what the Pikes Peak region can 
offer in innovation. A full schedule of performances/experiences and a Festival map will be 
available on site the day of this ALL AGES / ALL FREE event.  
For more information: www.whatif-festival.org  
 

-more- 
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Here is the 2012 What IF…Festival Top Ten of Things Not To Miss This Year… 
 
1) The Festival Launch - Everyone is invited to be on-site at 10:00 am sharp as the Colorado 
Springs Children's Chorale and the Colorado Springs Youth Symphony gather together on the 
Sun Bldg. lawn to lead a community sing of America the Beautiful. The two groups will also 
perform several other selections, kicking off the Third year of the What IF...Festival. The first 
300 Festival-goers at the Lawn area will receive free piping hot coffee from the Coffee Exchange 
and some Festival goodies. So it's worth getting in place early for the launch! 
 
2) Lockheed Martin returns - They're back! Shoot biodegradable water balloons from the Big 
Blue Slingshot Catapult at the side of the Pikes Peak Center while you learn about aerodynamics. 
  
3) Bizarre Bazaar - A special area for the only retail sales other than the Food Vendors fare at the 
Festival. Otherwise, all Experiences, performances and engagements are free. Items under the 
Bizarre Bazaar tent will range from Festival items like t-shirts and collectible, gallery quality 
commemorative Festival posters to special cable service to up to the minute phones and WiFi to a 
traveling bookstore to your chance to buy and decorate your own pair of What IF sunglasses. 
 
4) Festival Fare / Food Vendors - Food vendors, being featured for the first time at the What 
IF...Festival, will be centrally located and will offer a unique blend of delicacies for the Festival 
goer. Festival Fare includes: Buffalo Gals / Santa Maria BBQ; Olde Towne Creperie /entree and 
sweet crepes; Pizzaria Rustica / wood-fired pizza from the mobile "Rusticater" oven; Bundt 
Appetit / mini cakes, shaved ice and other treats; Nourish Organic Juice / fresh juices and 
smoothies; Squeak Soda Shop / special flavors ice cold in the bottle; Pikes Peak Chocolate / 
handmade Chocolates and Otho's inspired bakery items; and Josh and John's / Delicious ice 
cream flavors including a special "What IF" flavor made just for the Festival.  
  
5) Mobile Music Project - An entertainment stage powered by three stationary bicycles. Audience 
members are encourage to get up and pedal to keep the show going! 
  
6) Colorado Water 2012 - A special collective of booths with a common theme of Colorado 
Water2012...an initiative to study our state's water, where it comes from, what we do with it, 
where it goes, and how we can manage all of these items better....with the info communicated in 
an engaging way. 
  
7) High School Robotics Teams - Amazing robotics teams from School Districts 11 and 20. The 
D11 team is from Coronado HS and is a worl class competitor from this past years competition. 
The D20 all-stars are from across the district. Come see the amazing feats and operaions these 
students get their robotic machines to do. 
  
8) PPLD/All Pikes PeakReads Partrnership with the What IF…Festival - PPLD kicks off another 
season of All Pikes Peak Reads at the Festival. Are you prepared for a disaster? 
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9) "Clangin' and Bangin'" - Armed with an upright piano anda drum kit, this San Franciscan street 
savvy duo delivers feel good boogie woogie and raises spirits in the alleyways. Go find them! 
 
10) Post-Festival / “Screen on the Green” - the Colorado Springs Philharmonic invites everyone 
to come back to the lawn space after the Festival's official end to see a live simulcast of the 
Philharmonic's Masterworks performance of "The Pines of Rome," direct from the Pikes Peak 
Center on a giant 25' screen. The performance is at 8:00 pm, but you should get there early to 
claim your spot on the lawn. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, sweaters and jackets.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  www.whatif-festival.org  
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