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National Endowment for the Arts  
Announces 2012 Our Town Grant Recipients 

 
Imagination Celebration is one of 80 grantees selected nationwide 

 
Colorado Springs, CO-- The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has announced that 
Imagination Celebration of Colorado Springs is one of the grantees of their Our Town grant 
awards and will receive $50,000 to support the What IF…Festival of Innovation and 
Imagination. The NEA will grant 80 Our Town awards totaling $4.995 million, reaching 44 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
 
Through Our Town, the NEA supports creative place-making projects that help transform 
communities into lively, beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core.  The grantee 
projects will improve quality of life, encourage creative activity, create community identity and a 
sense of place, and help revitalize local economies.  All Our Town grant awards were made to 
partnerships that consisted of a minimum of a not-for-profit organization and a local government 
entity. 
 
The What IF…Festival of Innovation and Imagination draws together rural, suburban, and 
urban residents in a range of 100 engaging activities while “shining the light” on creative thinkers 
and innovators throughout the Pikes Peak region:  entrepreneurs, engineers, scientists, 
educators, inventors, garage tinkerers, business leaders and artists of all kinds.  The festival 
draws people of all ages to six city blocks in beautiful downtown Colorado Springs (Pioneers 
Museum, Pikes Peak Center, Plaza of the Rockies) to engage in a day of play and exploration.  
Project funds will support a range of workshops launched at the festival that enable residents to 
creatively engage with their environment, explore existing community assets, and envision ideas 
for the region's future.  A team of professionals with architecture, urban design, installation art, 
public art, and community development expertise will instigate the process.  Imagination 
Celebration, the City of Colorado Springs, the Downtown Development Authority, Pikes Peak 
Library District, and other government, nonprofit, and arts organizations are collaborating to 
engage residents in celebrating the present and imagining the future.  
 
"Cities and towns are transformed when you bring the arts – both literally and figuratively – into 
the center of them,” said NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman.  "From Teller, Alaska to Miami, 
Florida, communities are pursuing creative place-making, making their neighborhoods more 
vibrant and robust by investing in the performing, visual, and literary arts. I am proud to be 
partnering with these 80 communities and their respective arts, civic, and elected leaders."  
 
“The region’s response to the Waldo Canyon Fire recently demonstrated the power of our 
community in action,” said Deborah Thornton, Imagination Celebration Executive Director.  “We 
are proud and grateful to be part of this special place and very proud of the City of Colorado  
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(2) Imagination Celebration Wins NEA Grant 
 
 
Springs.  We believe that it is essential to annually draw our region together in a day of joy and 
celebration.  Our intention with the What IF…Festival of Innovation and Imagination is to 
deepen connections, erase boundaries, inspire new perspectives, share creative approaches, 
energize our vision and take action to improve our region.  We are most effective when we 
collaborate.  Every human is creative.  We want to show off the critical thinking that abounds in 
our region, and push ourselves to be even more innovative and collaborative as we go forward to 
re-build and re-imagine.”  
 
The NEA received 317 applications for Our Town awards that were assigned to one of three 
application review panels based on their project type; arts engagement, cultural planning and 
design, or non-metro and tribal communities.  Imagination Celebration received an arts 
engagement grant award. 
 
For a complete listing of projects recommended for Our Town grant support, please visit the 
NEA web site at www.arts.gov . 
 
For more information about how organizations, businesses and individuals can be involved with 
the What IF…Festival of Innovation and Imagination, please visit www.whatif-festival.org . 
 
Imagination Celebration (IC) connects people of all ages to the brain-stimulating, community-
building, life-enhancing power of creativity by inspiring artistic and intellectual curiosity; instigating 
community collaborations and promoting life-long learning.  For more than a quarter-century, 
Imagination Celebration has connected the Pikes Peak region through creative engagement in 
schools, community centers, neighborhoods, and civic spaces.   
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